Smithsonian's Folklife Festival 2000 C omes To SW 


S outhwest is one of the D .C. neighbor¬ 
hoods that will be featured in the two 
week Folklife Festival put on each year 
by the Smithsonian Institution. 

Focus on Southwest will include these 

• Friday N ight Jazz in S.W. on Friday, June 
30 at 400 I (Eye) St. S.W. 

• FH istory of SW —Exhibit in Waterside 


• Stained-glass craftsmanship— in atenton 
the National Mall 

• Story-telling—the H istory of S.W. 

This year is the 200 anniversary of the 
City founding as the Federal Capital. DC 
will be the first city ever featured as part of 
the Festival. 

Since the District of Columbia is also a 
city of neighborhoods, the Festival organizers 
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At the head table for discusaon of recreational needsin Southwest were (left to right) Rick Bardach, 
chair oftheSWUA Youth ActivitesTask Force and Recreation Dept, officials Sandra Woolfolk, Seri- 


want both outside visitors and DC residents 
to get out and see some of the neighborhoods 
they ordinarily do not visit. Southwest is 
honored to be one of these 

The regular Friday N ight Jazz Con cert at 
Westminster Church, 400 I (Eye) St. S.W. 
will be offered as a free concert on June 30 
beginning at 6pm. Also featured will be the 
widely acclaimed Fish or Chicken-Fry at rea¬ 
sonable prices 

A photo exhibit entitled "SW: THEN 
AN D NOW", is being prepared for opening 
Friday, June 30, in the Waterside M all, 401 
M St. S.W. A history committee has been 
working for several months to get this ready 


for the enjoyment of SW residents and visi¬ 
tors arriving by Metro. 

I n addition to these events in Southwest, 
several Southwest residents will be participat¬ 
ing in tents on the N ational M all as part of 
the Festival. Rev. Brian Hamilton will 
demonstrate hisskills as a stained glass artist. 
On July 1st and July 3rd several SW resi¬ 
dents will be the story tellers in the tradi¬ 
tional tents on the Mall . Th^ will talk 
about the history of SW as it is recorded and 
as they have lived it. Some longtime residents 
will betelling how it was to live here before 
desegregation and before Urban Renaval. ■ 



J azz musicians liketheswill perform June30 at 4001 (Ey$ St. S.W. 


Town Hall Meeting 
On School Board 
Referendum June 26 

R epresentatives from several view¬ 
points will speak and answer ques¬ 
tions at a town hall meeting at St. 
Matthews Church 222 M St S.W. at 7 
pm MondayJune26. 

We need your opinion. ■ 


Rec. Dept. Promises 
M ore Programs, Staff 

S outhwest residents had a chance to 
hear good news from the Depart¬ 
ment of Recreation's #2 man, 
D eputy D irector N eil Albert at a meeting 
at King-Green leaf Center M ay 23. M r. 
Albert listened carefully to citizen sugges¬ 
tions for more staff and more programs 
and agreed to bring both. 

Although there are only two staff 
members at Randall Rec. and two at 
KG L, KG L expectsthreeadditional sum¬ 
mer workers as well as the "Arts and 
Smarts Program" which will operate at 
King-G reenleaf this summer. 

I n the future the D ept. of Recreation 
had planned $4.4 million in renovation 
to the Randall Center, including enclos¬ 
ing the swimming pool to allow for year- 
around operation. But more community 
input will be needed before final deci¬ 
sions are made including what to do 
with Lansburg Park. 

Other recreation center staff in atten¬ 
dance included D r. Serita Kelsey, Sandrea 
Woolfolk, Cornelius Haynes and KGL 
Staff Mrs Carolyn Beals and Bernard 
Robinson. ■ 


School Election June 
27- For T he M ayor's 
Plan, Or Against? 

T he only thing on the ballot in 
D.C. on Tues June 27 is the 
charter amendment to give the 
M ayor 4 appointments to the Board of 
Education, with 4 to be elected by the 
public and a chair to be elected. 

Appointment by the mayor would 
bring "accountability, leadership and 
change" according to a June 8 press 
release from the M ayor's office South¬ 
west (together with the rest of Ward 2) 
would no longer elect its own member of 
the Board of Education but would share 
one with Ward 1 in N orthwest D.C. 

Some "Vote Against" forces see the 
M ayor's plan as a power grab to control 
hundreds of millions of dollars of school 
system property, with vacant buildings 
and open lots to be sold off. Originally 
the M ayor had asked to appoint all mem¬ 
bers of the Board. ■ 
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Amidon Paintings At 
Air and Space 
Museum 

Two large paintings hanging in the hallway 
at the Air and Space M useum were painted 
by Amidon Elementary School students 
Picturing moons and stars and space ships 
the paintings are by students of M s Bever¬ 
ly Carpenter and M s Brenda Freeman. ■ 




Architects D esign Solar Energy Wall in S.W. 

$20,000 will go to the winning design for a solar energy system covering a huge blank wall on 
the south side of the Department of Energy's Forrestal headquarters building located between 
IndependenceAva and the railroad tracks at 10th St. S.W. The south side of a building gets far 
more sunlight than the north side. 

Besides getting a design for later installation on the 32,000 square foot blank concrete wall, 
the D epartment of Energy wants "to demonstrate how the beauty and grandeur of public build¬ 
ings in Washington can go hand-in-hand with environmental sensitivity." 

Photographs of the building and architectural drawings are on the Web site www.doe-sun- 
wall.org Deadline for registration is 
July 1, 2000. Submissions are due at 
the American Institute of Architects 
August 1, 2000. Jury sessions will be 
August 25-26, with award presentation 
in October 2000. ■ 

From IndependenoeAve looking south 
theForreial Building an be sen to be 
two buildings The one farthest from 
IndependenoeAve has the blank south 
wall ideal for a star energy installation. 




Celebrating 15 years 
On the waterfront 

LE RIVAGE 

; Offers to the Southwest Residents 

2 for 1 entrees 

(Up to $16.00 valid after 7:30p.m. with ad thru 7/31/00 except for July 4 and 14) 
Enjoy our Panoramic View 
Romantic atmosphere & savour our fine 
French Cuisine & specialties ^ 

1000 Water St. S.W. 

202.488.8111 


Washington 

Video 

(new ad in 
folder) 
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12-Story Apartments, 10-Story Office Building To Overshadow Ft. M cNair 



0 ffice/H ouang C omplex 

Tie East wall of historic Ft. McNair may 
have new neighbors looking down from 110 
feet in the air. The D.C. Zoning Commission 
has been asked to renew a permit that expi red 
in M arch that would allow construction of a 
massive two million square feet residential 
and commercial complex on 2nd St. S.W. 
between Q and S. Streets, part of the Buzzard 
Point peninsula. 

Permission was originally given to River¬ 
side Associates for the project in 1991 but has 
expired before and been renewed by the Zon¬ 
ing Commission. 

At a recent meeting of the Southwest 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC 
2D) commissioner Richard Westbrook 
argued against the project, saying that the 
new Anacostia Waterfront Initiative should 
be given a chance to consider the proper 
development of the entire area. H e was out¬ 
voted by other ANC members 


D e/eloper's D escription 

The apartments will be in four wings 
with separate lobbies "oriented away from the 
Fort for security purposes" 

There would be a minimum of 500 con¬ 
dominium ana rental units-possibly more 
than 700—from efficiencies to 2 bedrooms 
The office buildings would have 4 sepa¬ 
rate lobbies 

Below grade parking garages would be 2 
or 3 levels with 1642 spaces for commercial 
use and 508 for residential tenants 

Construction would be in up to 4 phases 
depending on market conditions. 

Developers are working with others on a 
shuttle bus system feeding to the Green line 
Waterfront and N avy Yard M etro stations 


As shown above thethree-story homeson 
Ft. McNair will be overshadowed by a resi¬ 
dential/ commercial complex planned for 
private property on the east side of the Fort. 
T his drawi ng from T he Southwester i n 1988 
shows the original Riverside Associates pro¬ 
posal with 130 ft. buildings The maximum 
height has since been reduced to 110 ft. T he 
dotted line is at 90 ft. 

The developers have agreed to let the 
Army, the U .S. Secret Service and the D .C. 
Metropolitan Police onto the roofs of the 
new buildings to make a sweep before any 
scheduled visit to the Fort by the President of 
the U nited States. 


National Capital Planning 
Commission Objected 

Although in 1990 the developers made 
several changes in response to objections by 
the Army and the federal NCPC, the final 
letter from N CPC still quoted the policy of 
the Comprehensive Plan: "The distinguish¬ 
ing qualities or character of FI istoric Land¬ 
scapes should be protected and enhanced." 
This policy "is ill-served by the project as cur¬ 
rently designed," said NCPC; "...the issue 
of height impact on the historic quality of Ft. 
McNair remains" 

"Appropriate development guideline^' for 
the site should be more like those for the 
National Defense University Library build¬ 
ing immediately south on 2nd St., said the 
NCPC. "After a lengthy review process the 
Commission approved the design for the 
National Defense University Library build¬ 
ing at a height limited to 79 feet" reported 
the N C PC. 


H istory of Fort M cNair 

The history and architecture of Ft. M cN air 
was described by the NCPC: 

"Designated a military post in 1791 by 
Pierre L'Enfant and originally established 
strictly for the defense of the Federal C ity, Ft. 
M cN air has also served as the site of the Peni¬ 
tentiary where the Lincoln assassination con¬ 
spirators were tried and executed and the gen¬ 
eral hospital where Walter Reed's research led 
to control of malaria. 

"In 1903, as a direct outgrowth of the 
McMillan Commission plan, the fort was 
redesigned by thearchitectural firm of M cKim, 
Mead and White into a Beaux Arts campus¬ 
like setting for the new Army War College 
This magnificent master plan centers on its 
enormous parade ground, which is symmetri¬ 
cally framed by relatively modest buildings on 
the north, east and west, while the imposing 
War College Building, the focal point of th 
entire composition, occupies the dominant 
position at the south end of the post." ■ 




A two block long from Q St. to S St.—ten buildings between the office building and the 

story office building near Ft. McNair is being Fort would be terraced. The 4th floor, facing 

planned. This drawing shows the east side the fort, would be 50 feet from the Fort, 

along 2nd St. facing away from Ft. McNair. Otherfloorswould slopeaway, until the 12th 

The back of the 110 ft. building would be floor apartments would be over 400 feet from 

more than 500 feet from the Fort. Apartment the Fort. 
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Arena Gala Sep.8 For 
50th Anniv. 

"Tie Great W hite H ope," the Pulitzer Prize 
winning play which in 1967 had its world 
premier at Arena Stage starring James Earl 
Jones and Jane Alexander, will be presented 
again on the theater's 50th anniversary from 
August 25 to October 15, 2000. 

An opening night gala September 8 will 
include a sit down dinner for 600 in tents on 

The 2000-2001 season will include a 
revival in December and January of "K-2", 
the two-man play of mountain climbers 
marooned on a wall of ice as performed at 
Arena Stage in 1982. ■ 


Annie Thomas In Japan 
For 3 W ks. 

Southwest resident Annie H. Thomas left 
June 18 for three weeks in Japan under the 
Fulbright Memorial Fund program. Along 
with 200 other primary and secondary school 
teachers, M s Thomas arrived in Tokyo and 
will be visiting schools throughout J apan and 
having a homestay with a Japanese family. 

Ms. Thomas, library-media specialist at 
H. D. Cooke Elementary School on 17th St. 
N.W. says she will use her new experience to 
strengthen the school's world history and 
geography program. 

The program is sponsored by the Gov¬ 
ernment of Japan. For information on similar 
trips in October and November, 2000, call 
the Institute of International Education in 
D.C. 1-888-527-2636 ■. 


List Your 
Home With A 
Professional 


*dale, can’t 
place photo, 
it’s in a pdf file, 
do you have 
original? 


Iris Ralston 

Your S.W. Neighborhood 
Realtor at 

202 - 488-7132 


Specializing in Condos, 
C oops and Town houses, 
Property M anagement 
and Rentals 


d in DC, MD and VA 


Iris Ralston 
202-488-7132 
Long& Foster 




WASHINGTON 

CABLE 

Serving Southwest D.C. for 
over 20 years 

Washington Cable vision is 
available at: 

Capital Park Town Center 

Carrollsburg Plaza 

The Lansburgh Town Square 

Market Square Towers 

River Park Washington 

Watergate H arbour 

Marina View Waterside 

Towers Towers 

Pennsylvania 
Plaza 

No unsightly wiring in your apt. 

We use the existing wiring in your walls 

The best of cable TV at a reasonable 
price including: 

CNBC,CNN,HN.ESPN, 
C-Span, BET, MTV, 
Discovery, A&E, and more. 

TH REE movie services 
are available: 

HBO, SHOWTIME & 
THE MOVIE CHANNEL 
Call (202) 646-1600 
to order 


All My Sons 

Wallace Babington 


"To All M y Sons because of the frank and 
uncompromising presentation of a timely 
and important theme because of the honesty 
of the writing and the cumulative power of 
the scenes and because it reveals a genuine 
instinct for the theatre in an intelligent and 
thoughtful new playwright." That is the 
citation that accompanied the 1947 presen¬ 
tation oftheNewYork Drama Critics Circle 
prize for All My Sons by Arthur Miller. 
T hose few words sum up the power of this 
very American drama about the responsibili¬ 
ty that we all have for each other. M iller dra¬ 
matizes the tragic dilemma of a father who 
sells faulty cylinder heads for combat planes 
during the Second World War and shifts the 
blame to hisinnocent business partner. That 
action is the catalyst for the complex domes¬ 
tic drama concerned with the conflicts that 
arise within the family and the pressure of 
guilt, responsibility, truth, illusion and ideal¬ 
ism. Arthur M iller writes with power, 
urgency and strength. FI e creates characters 
that are at once believable and real. 

Arena Stage has given us a strong and 
compelling revival of this play. M oily Smith 
directs with a sure hand and the consum¬ 
mate skill that she brings to every produc¬ 
tion. It is cast with splendid actors who bring 
to the characters a sense of urgency and cred¬ 
ibility. M . Emmet Walsh portrays the father 
with strength, compassion and humor. This 
is the character actor so well know to us in 
hundreds of movies and television shows, 
but seldom seen on stage; it is a special treat 
to watch him bring this disturbed and dis¬ 
turbing character to life. And it isalso a plea¬ 
sure to watch Rhea Seehorn mature and 
grow on Arena's stage; her talents and skills 
match her beauty in every way. 

The production has so much going for it: 
a strong well-crafted play, expert direction, 
exceptional acting. Yet it is an unsatisfying 
and disappointing evening of theater. W hy? 
Because it is over produced. Arena produc¬ 
tion teams cant seem to resist using the 
many gadgets and mechanical wonders that 
are available-and there are many. So the 
stage floor is bounded by rows of flowerbeds; 
that border requires the actors to step awk¬ 
wardly over the flowers as they move about 
thestaga It isa requirement that looks clum¬ 
sy and is distracting. T he worst possible situ¬ 
ation is the actor who is required to walk 
with crutches and yet maneuver the barrier 
flowerbeds; cruel and unusual punishment 
for any actor. And of course the stage has to 
open up at one point to reveal an abyss, the 
meaning of which the audience tries to fath¬ 
om while trying simultaneously to follow the 
dialog and understand the plot development. 
Arthur M iller is an acknowledged master 
playwright. FI e doesn't need gimmicks and 
tricks to convey his message or make his 
words come to life. All M y Sons could easily 
be performed on a bare stage and still come 
across as a powerful American tragedy. 

(This review is basal on a preview perfor- 

"All My Son£' at Arena Stage in the 
Fichandler through June25. ■ 



profiteer in theArena Stage production Arthur 
Miller's"AII MySons" 



Artist Todd Williams resdesatCarrollsburg 
Squarein S.W. D.C. 


Todd Williams 
Showing in 
G eorgetown 

Southwest artist Todd W illiams has an 
exhibition at Parish Gallery in George¬ 
town June 16-July 18. 

A reception on June 16 introduced 
Washington art collectors to his "0 n the 
Wall" constructions, which include 
relief and flat constructions 

Parish Gallery, at 1054 31st St. 
N .W., isopenTuesday through Saturday 
from noon to 6 pm and other hours by 
appointment. Phone202-944-2310. ■ 


Your Feet Need Care in 
Summer 

Dr. Vesta D. McDowell, podiatrist with 
offices at 300 M St. S.W. has sent a note 
about care of your feet in the summer time 
for readers of T heSouthwester. 

Fungus is the main problem, she says- 
peeling skin, itching areas between the toes 
Plenty of soap and water to remove dirt and 
residue and maybe even powder between the 
toes. Infection and cuts and splinters may 
require a visit to a foot specialist- like Dr. 
M cDowell. ■ 
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Blessing of Fleet Opens Sailing Season In D.C. 

The Potomac River sailing season was officially opened by a blessing of the fleet and parade of 
120 boats along the Southwest waterfront. ■ 




World 

Cyber 

Tech 

ad 


Jenny’s 

Pick up 1/2 page ad from June/00 













